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 Action  

 
 

From:  BIMLA G. RHINEHART 
 Executive Director 

 

 
Subject: APPROVAL OF PROJECT FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION OF FUNDING 

FINAL SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE  WATT 
AVENUE/ US 50 INTERCHANGE  PROJECT (RESOLUTION E-12-15) 

 
 

ISSUE:  
 
Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the Final Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report (FSEIR), Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations for the 
Watt Avenue/US 50 Interchange Project in Sacramento County and approve the project for 
future consideration of funding? 

 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Staff recommends that the Commission accept the FSEIR, Findings of Fact and Statement of 
Overriding Considerations and approve the Watt Avenue/US 50 Interchange Project for future 
consideration of funding. 

 
BACKGROUND:    
 
Sacramento County (County) is the CEQA lead agency for the project.  The project will construct 
multi-modal improvements at the US Highway 50 (US 50) and Watt Avenue interchange and on 
Watt Avenue between Kiefer Boulevard and La Riviera Drive.  Improvements will include 
modification of the US 50 and Watt Avenue interchange to a partial cloverleaf configuration, 
construction of a dedicated transit-way and related facilities to support the initial working segment of 
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT), and construction of a dedicated bicycle and pedestrian pathway through 
the interchange to separate these modes from vehicular traffic.   

 
The project for which the FSEIR covers will result in significant unavoidable impacts to climate 
change.  Specifically, the project would result in incremental contributions to cumulative climate 
change impacts.  Mitigation measures and/or alternatives to the proposed project that would 
substantially reduce or avoid these significant unavoidable impacts are infeasible. 
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The County adopted the FSEIR, Findings of Fact and a Statement of Overriding Considerations for 
the project on August 9, 2011.  The County found that there were several benefits that outweigh the 
unavoidable adverse environmental effects of the project.  These benefits include, but are not limited 
to, improving traffic levels of service; improving public safety; accommodating alternate modes of 
travel including transit, bicycling, and walking; decrease existing noise levels; and decreased 
commute times.  The County established a Mitigation Monitoring Program to ensure that the 
mitigation measures specified for the project are implemented. 
 
On March 6, 2012 the County provided written confirmation that the preferred alternative set forth in 
the final environmental document is consistent with the project programmed by the Commission. 
The County also provided written confirmation of its commitment to all of the mitigation measures 
stipulated in the FSEIR and Mitigation Monitoring Program.  

 
The project is estimated to cost $50,376,000.  The project is funded with State ($32,458,000) funds, 
Federal ($4,380,000) funds, and Local ($13,538,000) funds. The project is proposed by sponsor for 
consideration of CMIA Savings.  Construction is estimated to begin in fiscal year 2012/13.   
 
Attachment  
• Resolution E-12-15 
• Findings of Fact & Statement of Overriding Considerations 
• Project Location 

 
 
 



CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Resolution for Future Consideration of Funding  
03 – Sacramento County 

Resolution E-12-15    
 

 
1.1.1 WHEREAS, Sacramento County (County) has completed a Final Supplemental 

Environmental Impact Report pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines for the following project: 

 
• Watt Avenue/US 50 Interchange Project 
 

1.2 WHEREAS, the County has certified that the Final Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report has been completed pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA 
Guidelines for its implementation; and 

 
1.3 WHEREAS, the project will construct multi-modal improvements at the US Highway 50 

and Watt Avenue interchange and on Watt Avenue in Sacramento County; and 
 
1.4 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency, 

has considered the information contained in the Final Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report; and 

 
1.5 WHEREAS, Findings of Fact made pursuant to CEQA guidelines indicate that 

specific unavoidable significant impacts related to adverse effects upon climate 
change  make it infeasible to avoid or fully mitigate to a less than significant level 
the effects associated with the project; and 

 
1.6 WHEREAS, the County adopted a Statement of Overriding Considerations for the 

project; and 
 
1.7 WHEREAS, the County adopted a Mitigation Monitoring Program for the project; 

and 
 
1.8  WHEREAS, the above significant effects are acceptable when balanced against the facts 

as set forth in the Statement of Overriding Considerations. 
 
2.1  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 

Commission does hereby accept the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report, 
Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations and approve the above 
referenced project to allow for future consideration of funding. 
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