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High Desert Corridor: Consolidation of Vegetation Community Studies

The proposed project known as the High Desert Corridor has been in the development and design phase
for many years. During this time, design changes have occurred. As a result, numerous biological
surveys were conducted to ensure all areas within the proposed project limits were investigated. In
response to comments on the 2015 DEIR/EIS regarding difficulty in referring to the numerous technical
studies, Caltrans’ consultant ECORP Consulting consolidated the vegetation community surveys into this
one brief report and map set for easier referencing in the CEQA/NEPA document. To minimize
redundancy and reduce the size of this document, this document is prepared with the intent that only
this one consolidated report will be included in the appendices of the Natural Environment Study Report
and the Final EIR/EIS documents.

Methods

Vegetation community evaluation and mapping is typically the basis for determining potential presence
for all other biological resources: plants, wildlife, and jurisdictional waters. Vegetation mapping and
studies were conducted by ECORP, ICF, and AMEC between 2008 and 2015 in conjunction with other
focused surveys within the BSA, as well as independently by ECORP in 2015 to confirm and verify
previously recorded vegetation cover. Plant communities were classified consistent with “A Manual of
California Vegetation" (Sawyer et al. 2009) and "List of Vegetation Alliances and Associations" (CDFG
2010). The following list of studies conducted for vegetation communities are consolidated in this
report:

e Spring 2011 Rare Plant Species Survey and Plant Community Mapping Report High Desert
Corridor Project (AMEC 2011) San Bernardino County, California

e 2011 Special Status Plant Survey Report for the High Desert Corridor District 7 (ICF 2012) Los
Angeles County, California

e Updated Plant Community Mapping Report High Desert Corridor Project (AMEC 2012) San
Bernardino County, California

e Biological Survey Results Report for the State Route 138 New Freeway Construction Project
(ECORP 2012), West Los Angeles County — Surveys conducted in 2008 and 2009

e Desktop Vegetation Mapping (ECORP 2014a), San Bernardino and Los Angeles County

e Biological Resources Assessment for High Desert Corridor — Southern Palmdale Rail Station
Design Variation (ECORP 2014b), Los Angeles County, California

e Vegetation Mapping Updates (ECORP 2015), San Bernardino and Los Angeles County, California

Results

One focus of this consolidated effort was to reconcile the differences in naming conventions used
amongst the various consultants that completed the mapping and to account for changes in field
conditions since some of the original mapping efforts took place as early as 2008. Because various areas
of the proposed project limits were mapped during different years by different consultants, the final



vegetation community boundaries, naming conventions, and descriptions are based on the field
verification conducted in 2015.

Table 1. Vegetation Community and Land Cover Type Acreage

Vegetation Community/Land Cover Total Acres
Agriculture 208.14
Allscale scrub Alliance 262.98
Big sagebrush Alliance 21.15
Black willow thickets 1.20
California buckwheat scrub Alliance 5.76
California bulrush-American bulrush marsh 1.53
Cheesebush scrub Alliance 2.14
Creosote bush scrub Alliance 3778.01
Creosote bush scrub/Allscale scrub Alliance 0.39
Creosote bush/white bursage scrub series 0.44
Developed 1058.18
Disturbed 585.75
Disturbed Allscale scrub Alliance 90.46
Disturbed Black willow thickets 5.52
Disturbed Creosote bush scrub Alliance 405.53
Disturbed Fourwing saltbush scrub Alliance 137.49
Disturbed Joshua tree woodland Alliance 92.54
Disturbed Rubber rabbitbrush scrub Alliance 572.43
Disturbed Salt grass flats Alliance 8.76
Disturbed White bursage scrub Alliance 89.57
Fourwing saltbush scrub Alliance 317.87
Fremont cottonwood forest Alliance 21.38
Joshua tree woodland Alliance 511.53
Mojave yucca scrub Alliance 22.62
Nevada Joint Fir Scrub 5.23
Non-native grassland 15.83
Red brome grasslands 6.32
Red willow thickets 1.77
Rock outcrop 24.70
Rubber rabbitbrush scrub Alliance 125.35
Sandbar willow thickets Alliance 3.80
Scale broom scrub Alliance 24.99
Southern cattail marsh 0.55
Unvegetated wash 10.31
White bursage scrub Alliance 37.81
Windrow 0.59
Grand Total 8458.62




The BSA comprises 21 vegetation communities, seven of which are designated as both disturbed and
undisturbed, and six land cover types. Vegetation communities mapped and verified in 2015 within the
BSA are shown in Table 1. A description of each community and land cover type is included in the NES.
Attachment 1 contains the final vegetation map based on amendments and findings from the final
vegetation mapping survey conducted by ECORP in 2015.If the reader wishes to review any of the
individual technical studies, those reports are available at the following website:
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist07/HDC/HDC Final EIR-EIS/ (case sensitive).
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