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High Desert Corridor: Consolidation of Special-status Plant Studies

The proposed project known as the High Desert Corridor has been in the development and design phase
for many years. During this time, design changes have occurred. As a result, numerous biological
surveys were conducted to ensure all areas within the proposed project limits were investigated. In
response to comments on the 2015 DEIR/EIS regarding difficulty in referring to the numerous technical
studies, Caltrans’ consultant ECORP Consulting consolidated the special-status plant surveys into this
one brief report and map set for easier referencing in the CEQA/NEPA document. To minimize
redundancy and reduce the size of this document, this document is prepared with the intent that only
this one consolidated report will be included in the appendices of the Natural Environment Study Report
and the Final EIR/EIS documents.

Methods

Focused special-status plant surveys were conducted by AMEC, ECORP, and ICF between 2008 and 2015.
All surveys special-status plant surveys were performed in accordance to California Department of Fish
and Game (CDFG) Protocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special Status Native Plant
Populations and Natural Communities (CDFG 2009), California Native Plant Society (CNPS) Botanical
Survey Guidelines published by CNPS (2001), and by meandering transects focusing on areas that has
potential to support special-status plant species. The following list of studies conducted for special-
status plants is consolidated in this report:

e Spring 2011 Rare Plant Species Report and Plant Community Mapping Report High Desert
Corridor Project (AMEC 2011), San Bernardino County, California

e 2011 Special Status Plant Survey Report for the High Desert Corridor District 7 (ICF 2012), east
Los Angeles County, California

e Biological Survey Results Report for the State Route 138 New Freeway Construction Project
(ECORP 2012), west Los Angeles County, California — surveys conducted in 2008 and 2009

e 2012 Southwestern Willow Flycatcher and Least Bell’s Vireo Surveys for the High Desert Corridor
Project (ECORP 2012b), San Bernardino County

o 2014 Southwestern Willow Flycatcher and Least Bell’s Vireo Surveys for the High Desert Corridor
Project (ECORP 2014), San Bernardino County

e Two rounds of rare plant surveys conducted throughout the entire Project area in Spring 2015
(ECORP 2015), San Bernardino and Los Angeles Counties, California

Results

A total of five special-status plant species were observed and recorded during the focused rare plant
surveys. Findings of the five species include six locations of Akali mariposa lily (Calochortus striatus)
(CNPS list 1B.2), four populations of Booth’s evening primrose (Eremothera boothii ssp. boothii)(CNPS
list 2B.3), five populations and one individual of pygmy poppy (Canbya candida)( CNPS list 4.2), five
populations of crowned muilla (Muilla coronata)( CNPS list 4.2), and eight locations of Mojave fish-hook
cactus (Sclerocactus polyancistrus)(CNPS list 4.2). In addition, several populations of potential Booth’s



hairy evening primrose (Eremothera boothii ssp. (cf.) intermedia) and an unknown species of milkvetch
(Astragalus sp.) were observed, but were not able to be definitively identified by a dichotomous key.
None of these species are state- or federally-listed. If the reader wishes to review any of the individual
technical studies, those reports can be made available upon request. Attachment 1 contains one map
set presenting all of the study areas and survey results recorded during each survey summarized in this
report. The individual data set from each report are identified on the map. In addition, incidental
special-status plant observations made during other surveys are also presented. If the reader wishes to
review any of the individual technical studies, those reports are available at the following website:
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist07/HDC/HDC Final EIR-EIS/ (case sensitive).

e Spring 2011 Rare Plant Species Report and Plant Community Mapping Report High Desert
Corridor Project (AMEC 2011), San Bernardino County, California
o Four locations of Mojave fish-hook cactus were mapped in San Bernardino County
o Six locations of alkali mariposa lily were mapped in San Bernardino County
e 2011 Special Status Plant Survey Report for the High Desert Corridor District 7 (ICF 2012), east
Los Angeles County, California
o Results were negative
e Biological Survey Results Report for the State Route 138 New Freeway Construction Project
(ECORP 2012a), west Los Angeles County, California — surveys conducted in 2008 and 2009
o Six population of white pygmy poppy, totaling approximately 285 individuals, were
found in Spring 2008 surveys in west Los Angeles County
o Five populations of crowned muilla, totaling approximately eight individuals, were found
in Spring 2008 surveys in west Los Angeles County
e 2012 Southwestern Willow Flycatcher and Least Bell’s Vireo Surveys for the High Desert Corridor
Project (ECORP 2012b), San Bernardino County
o One population of Booth’s evening primrose with one plant observed
e 2014 Southwestern Willow Flycatcher and Least Bell’s Vireo Surveys for the High Desert Corridor
Project (ECORP 2014), San Bernardino County
o Two populations of Booth’s evening primrose with six to 10 individuals observed
e Two rounds of rare plant surveys conducted throughout the entire Project area in Spring 2015,
San Bernardino and Los Angeles Counties, California
o Two locations of Booth’s evening primrose, totaling 10 individuals, were found in Los
Angeles County
o Four locations of Mojave fish-hook cactus, totaling five individuals, were found in Los
Angeles County
o Inaddition, 14 potential populations of Booth’s hairy evening primrose were mapped
during the Spring 2015 surveys; however, these have not yet been confirmed to be the
sensitive variety


http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist07/HDC/HDC_Final_EIR-EIS/
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