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High Desert Corridor: Consolidation of Listed Riparian Bird Studies

The proposed project known as the High Desert Corridor has been in the development and design phase
for many years. During this time, design changes have occurred. As a result, numerous biological
surveys were conducted to ensure all areas within the proposed project limits were investigated. In
response to comments on the 2015 DEIR/EIS regarding difficulty in referring to the numerous technical
studies, Caltrans’ consultant ECORP Consulting consolidated the listed riparian bird surveys into this one
brief report and map set for easier referencing in the CEQA/NEPA document. To minimize redundancy
and reduce the size of this document, this document is prepared with the intent that only this one
consolidated report will be included in the appendices of the Natural Environment Study Report and the
Final EIR/EIS documents.

Methods

Focused surveys for southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus) (SWFL) and least Bell’s
vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus) (LBVI) were conducted in conjunction, annually by ECORP Consulting from
spring 2012 through summer 2015 in portions of the Mojave River and adjacent riparian bird habitat
that may be affected by project activities. Focused western yellow-billed cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus
occidentalis) (WYBC) surveys were conducted in conjunction with the SWFL and LBVI surveys only in
2015, following federal listing of the species in October 2014. Surveys for SWFL were performed in
accordance to A Natural History Summary and Survey Protocol for the Southwestern Willow Flycatcher:
U.S. Geological Survey Techniques and Methods (Sogge, M.K. et. al. 2010), with the exception that, with
approval from USFWS, the period 1 survey during 2012 was completed by June 9 rather than May 31.
Surveys for LBV were performed in accordance to U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Least Bell’s
Vireo Survey Guidelines (2001). The 2015 surveys for WYBC were conducted by an approved interim
survey protocol from USFWS (USFWS 2015).

The survey area for 2012 consisted of suitable riparian habitat along an approximately two-mile stretch
of the Mojave River, beginning at the railroad crossing immediately west of the end of Abbey Lane and
approximately 0.75 mile west of Interstate 15 and ending approximately 0.25 mile northwest of the
National Trails Highway bridge. Modifications were made to the survey area each of the following years
that surveys were conducted. Two riparian areas away from the Mojave River were added for 2013-
2015. The survey area along the river was significantly reduced for 2014 and included the area of two
proposed crossing sites plus a 500-foot buffer for each. The study area for 2015 was identical to 2013,
except for a slight truncation at the far southeastern end. The survey areas for each year are shown on
Attachment 1.

The following reports document surveys conducted for listed riparian birds for the High Desert Corridor:

e 2015 Southwestern Willow Flycatcher, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, and Least Bell’s Vireo Surveys for
the High Desert Corridor Project (ECORP 2015)

e 2014 Southwestern Willow Flycatcher and Least Bell’s Vireo Surveys for the High Desert Corridor
Project (ECORP 2014)



e 2013 Southwestern Willow Flycatcher and Least Bell’s Vireo Surveys for the High Desert Corridor
Project (ECORP 2013)

e 2012 Southwestern Willow Flycatcher and Least Bell’s Vireo Surveys for the High Desert Corridor
Project (ECORP 2012)

Results

Results for SWFL were positive in 2012, including documented vocalizations from a SWFL during the
third survey period and one nest attempt that appeared to be unsuccessful. Neither SWFL nor active
SWFL nests were identified during the subsequent survey years from 2013 to 2015 even though the
2012 SWIFL territory was included in the survey area during each of the following years. Several LBVI
individuals and nesting territories were observed within the survey area, including two nesting
territories in 2012, several individual non-breeding observations in 2013 and 2014, and one nesting
territory in 2015. The areas where breeding LBVI were observed in 2012 and 2015 were not surveyed
during 2013 and 2014 because of changes to the survey area boundary. Results for the WYBC survey
were negative in 2015. Attachment 2 presents the consolidated results of surveys conducted for listed
riparian bird species from 2012 to 2015. If the reader wishes to review any of the individual technical
studies, those reports are available at the following website:
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist07/HDC/HDC Final EIR-EIS/ (case sensitive).
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